SPELLING BEE
Grades 4-8
Working vocations-related words into a spelling bee can introduce ideas without being overbearing.  Let the Vocations Office know who wins and the most difficult word spelled correctly; we’ll publish a note in our quarterly newsletter to encourage other teachers to hold vocations spelling bees. 

Vocation
What God wants you to be, such as a priest, a religious brother or sister, a parent, a nurse, or firefighter, is called your vocation.

Priest
A sacramental leader in the Catholic Church is called a priest.

Deacon
A deacon is ordained to serve people, especially the poor.

Charism
The mission of a religious community is its charism.

Vows
Vows are promises made to God.

Ministry
Service in the Church and ministry mean the same thing.

Religious
Religious sisters, brothers, and priests live in communities that have missions, such as helping the sick.

Ordained
When a person receives the sacrament of Holy Orders, he is ordained as a bishop, priest, or deacon.

Brother
A man who lives in a religious community but is not ordained is called a brother.

Commitment
People who become priests, deacons, religious brothers or sisters make a lifelong commitment.

Experience
If you think God wants you to become a priest or a religious brother or sister, volunteering to help someone is good experience.

Diocese
A Catholic Church bishop is leader over a geographic area called a diocese.

Theology
The study of religious tradition and Scripture is called theology. 
Novice
Someone living in a religious community before taking any vows is called a novice.
Sacraments
Holy Orders is one of the seven sacraments.
Obedience
Members of religious communities take a vow of obedience.

Poverty
Members of religious communities take a vow of poverty, which means that everything they have belongs to the whole community.
Celibate
Priests promise to be celibate, which means they do not get married.

Habit
A type of “uniform” worn by everyone in a religious community is called a habit.
Cloister
Members of religious communities that focus on prayer live in a cloister.
Seminary
People study theology at a school called a seminary.

Option
Priesthood is one option to think about if you want to serve God and other people.

Consecrated
Consecrated means devoted forever to God.

Secular
Secular means not specifically religious.

Discernment
The process of discovering what God wants you to do with your life is called discernment.

Monastery
A place where priests and brothers live as a religious community is called a monastery.  
Monk
A monk is a priest or brother who lives in a monastery and has limited contact with the outside world.
Friar
A friar is a priest or brother who belongs to a religious order that is active in the outside world.
Apostolic
Apostolic ministries are active work such as teaching, caring for the sick, or helping the poor.

Contemplative
Contemplative ministry focuses on prayer.
Silence
In some religious communities, members take a vow of silence; however, they can talk during specific times and in emergencies.

Convent
A place where religious sisters live together is called a convent.  

Baptize
Both priests and deacons can baptize people.
Eucharist
Holy Eucharist is bread changed into the Body of Christ.

Prayer
Prayer is important in our relationship with God.

Service
We can use our talents in service to God and other people.

Saints
Saints give us good examples of how to live holy lives, even though people are never perfect.

Liturgy
Another name for public worship is liturgy.

Worship
People come to church to worship God and pray together.

Prophet
Someone who tells people the signs of the times is a prophet.  

Missionary
Anyone who travels away from home to help other people come to know God is a missionary.

Marriage
Marriage is the sacrament by which people become husband and wife.

Funeral
Either a priest or a deacon may preside at a funeral.
Reconciliation
The sacrament of reconciliation helps people to know God’s forgiveness.

Anoint
A priest will anoint with holy oil someone who is sick.
Justice
Deacons often work for justice when people are treated unfairly.

Permanent
Permanent deacons are deacons for the rest of their lives.

Transitional
Transitional deacons are preparing for ordination as priests later.

Volunteers
Volunteers want to serve without getting paid.

Pontiff
Another title for the pope is pontiff.
