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The Call to the Priesthood: Tips from thinkpriest.org

A vocation to the priest-
hood is a response to the
love of God in one’s
life. It is also a life of self-
sacrifice that is aimed to
restore and recover a love
of God in the world. The
signs in a man that indicate
a possible vocation to the
priesthood include  the
following:

Love of God — You strive
to know and love God
more everyday.

Love of neighbor — You
desire to bring God’s love
and grace to the wotld for
the salvation of souls.
Attracted to the priest-
hood — You have an inte-
rior attraction to the priest-
hood. There is a certain
sense of joy and peace
when you contemplates
yourself living as a priest.

A willingness to serve the
Lotrd as His priest — The
willingness to be a priest is
already an excellent sign
that the Lord wants you to
be a priest.

A generous heart and a
willingness to sacrifice.

Christ, be our light, shine in our
hearts, shine through the dark-
ness. Christ, be our light. Shine in
the church gathered today!

-Lyrics written by Bernadette Farrell

Human Requirements —
You are physically, intellec-
tually, and psychologically
capable of living the
priestly life.
Be Quiet in order to hear
the Lord's voice calling.
Take time to pray and
meditate in silence about
your vocation, especially in
front of the Blessed Sacra-
m e n t .
Find a Spiritual Director
-- somebody you can be
open with -- who can help
you to develop your rela-
tionship with God and to
know yourself better.
Get in Touch with Father
Jim Tobacz, Vocation Di-
rector. Speaking with a
vocation director does not
mean you must become a
priest, but rather allows you
to learn more about the
priesthood.
Read up on religious and

priestly life
Participate in retreats and
discernment groups

Wait for the Lord.. God's
timing is always perfect --
but seldom seems soon

enough!

Prayer and Spiritual Di-
r e ¢ t i o n
To come to a clearer un-
derstanding of signs God
may be placing in your life,
a program of prayer is of
great value. This consists of
the following:

Daily mental prayer in
the morning and the eve-
ning

Frequent participation at
Mass and receiving Holy
Communion in addition to
Sundays and Holy Days of
Obligation

Regular confession in the
Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion

Monthly direction from a
priest spiritual director
Daily spiritual reading to
nourish faith and inspire
you to live a life committed
to Christ

Developing a relationship
with Our Lady through
the rosary and entrusting
your vocation to her mater-
nal care.

Read this at thinkpriest.org

oChrist needs
priests who are ma-
ture, virile, capable
of cultivating an au-
thentic spiritual pa-
ternity. For this to
happen, priests
need to be honest
with themselves,
open with their
spiritual director
and trusting in di-
vine mercy. 6

Pope Benedict XV
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Vocational and young
adult QUICK LINKS:

thinkpriest.org

HOW DO I KNOW?

HOUSE OF PEACE

Cardinal Stritch
Campus Ministry

Capuchin Volunteers

Franciscan Sisters of

Charity

The Four Pillars of forma-
tion for the priesthood:
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http://www.thinkpriest.org/calltopriesthood.html
mailto:vocations@sfs.edu%20
mailto:vocations@sfs.edu%20
http://www.thinkpriest.org/
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.houseofpeacemilwaukee.org/
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.capcorps.org/
http://www.fscc-calledtobe.org/
http://www.fscc-calledtobe.org/
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Vocation Ministers:

SEPTEMBER, 2009
Reflection Day for Persons in
Vocation Ministry

Spirituality for the Long Haul
and Hungers of the Human
Heart

Presented by: Bishop Robert Mor-
neau, Auxiliary Bishop of Green
Bay

September 8, 2009

A Day of Reflection for individu-
als directly involved in profes-
sional Vocation Ministry within
their religious congtregations/
diocese. Bishop Robert Morneau,
Auxiliary Bishop of Green Bay,
will present Spirituality for the
Long Haul and Hungers of the
Human Heart.

Cost for non-VMMA members
is $20.00 and includes

lunch. Download Flyer.
Event being held at:

Sacred Heart School of Theol-
ogy

7335 S. 108th Street

Hales Corners, WI

The day begins at 9am and con-
cludes at 2:30pm.

RVSP: before August 28 to Fr.
Mark Mastin, SCJ

Phone: 1-800-609-5559 ext 278
Email: frmarkscj@wi.rr.com
Leave your name and phone num-
ber.

Confirmation & Directions will
follow.

Send your check payable to
VMMA:

Marian Center for Nonprofits
3195 S. Superior Street Suite 204
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Back to School Col |l ege

Ser

Our Mil waukee Coll ege Seminarians are sent t
University of Chicago. As the men prepare to begin another school year in a few weeks, we thought we would feature
sever al articles in upcoming issues that per
ment of St Joeds College Seminary. This wee
A Short History of the College Seminary in Chicago

During a time of extreme crisis in the Church, it was decided by the Council of Trent that one reason for the
Church's difficulties was the lack of education of those entering the priesthood. In order to remedy this problem,
the Council of Trent decreed that seminary education should be provided by the local bishop for all those prepar-
ing for priestly ministry. In July 1563, the 23rd session of that Council proclaimed that those preparing for active
ministry must have basic academic skills in a wide variety of areas. Four hundred years ago colleges and universi-
ties were still rather fluid in their approach to education. Over the centuries, the Church has honed its ratio stu-
diorum (plan of studies) into a definite format. It was thought that six years preparation in the minor seminary
where Latin, Greek, and the vernacular were taught should be followed by six years in a major seminary where
Philosophy and Theology would be studied. This plan prevailed for over three hundred years.

The United States has always been a nation of immigrants. After 1800, Catholics came to this country in ever
increasing numbers. For many years, seminary education, particularly in the eastern part of America followed the
model of a six-year minor seminary and a six-year major seminary. At the same time, secular education began to
evolve into four years of secondary or high school education, followed by four years of undergraduate or college
courses leading to a bachelor's degree. The bachelor's degree was and is seen as the prerequisite for advanced
academic work in a graduate school.

The Church in the Archdiocese of Chicago started small. However, it grew rapidly and had big plans for the fu-
ture. In 1844, Bishop William Quarter obtained a charter for the University of St. Mary of the Lake. This academic
charter had the full recognition of the State of Illinois. However, financial and administrative woes plagued the
young institution. By 1868, the institution had closed and its students were transferred to St. Francis Semi-
nary in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. For the next thirty-five years there was no seminary in Chicago.

In 1905 Archbishop James Quigley founded Cathedral College of the Sacred Heart as a minor seminary with a five
-year course of studies. This was a day school; the truncated course of studies would keep the commuter students
busy.

In 1915 Archbishop George Mundelein came to Chicago. He desired to have both a major and minor seminary
with academic programs recognized by both the Vatican and the State of Illinois. Quigley Preparatory Seminary
was dedicated in 1917. Its academic program was the equivalent of four years of high school and one year of un-
dergraduate work.

In 1921 St. Mary of the Lake Seminary opened in Mundelein, Illinois. This was a six-year major seminary program.
In 1929 St. Mary of the Lake obtained the ability to bestow pontifical theological degrees from the Vatican. The
charter from Illinois allowed it to bestow the B.A. in Philosophy with State recognition.

In order to bring the academic program of the seminary into closer conformity with civil standards, a third year of
undergraduate work was added to the Mundelein program in 1940. From 1940 through 1961, the Chicago semi-
narian would do one year of undergraduate work at Quigley and three years at St. Mary of the Lake resulting in a
B.A. in Philosophy recognized by both the Vatican and secular authorities.

The ever-growing number of high school seminarians prompted the end of the five-year program at Quigley. In
1961 Quigley Preparatory Seminary South and Quigley Preparatory North opened as four-year high school pro-
grams. At the same time, St. Mary of the Lake Junior College opened in Niles, Illinois with a two-year course of
undergraduate studies. The students could now spend four years at Quigley, two years at Niles, and six years at
Mundelein.

The Second Vatican Council was in session from 1962 until 1965. The Council encouraged the adaptation of
seminary studies to the needs of modern times. In light of this request, the seminary undergraduate program affili-
ated with Loyola University in 1968. As long as a seminarian took a specific number of courses in Philosophy, he
could now major in nearly all the fields offered by Loyola. Niles College of Loyola University was in operation
from 1968 until 1994.

In the Fall of 1994 Niles College changed its name to St. Joseph Seminary College of Loyola University and
moved to a smaller seminary facility on the Lake Shore
campus of Loyola University. St. Joseph continues the
proud tradition of undergraduate seminary education.
Today, St. Joseph Seminary serves as the college seminary
of the Archdiocese of Chicago. Students are actively re-
cruited from the Chicago Archdiocese as well as other dio-
ceses and religious orders across Illinois and beyond.

Information retrieved from St. Joe’s Website.
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http://www.howdoiknow.org/pdfs/2009vmmaprofessionaldayflyer.pdf
mailto:frmarkscj@wi.rr.com
http://www.stjoseph.luc.edu/welcome/welcomeHistory.html
http://www.stjoseph.luc.edu/index.html

