
request was granted. It 
was a long and thirsty 
journey, especially since 
they were carrying a dead 
bishop. As the ceremonial 
p r o c e s s i o n  p a s s e d 
through the town of 
Champignuelles, the tired 
processionals stopped for 
a rest and went into a 
tavern for a drink of their 
favorite beverage - Beer. 
Much to their dismay, 
they were informed that 
there was only one mug 
of beer left, and that they 
would have to share it. 
That mug never ran dry 
and the thirsty crowd was 
satisfied. Every Saint 
needs a miracle. That's 
how the Church decides 
you are a Saint. The story 
of the miracle mug of 
beer spread and eventu-
ally Arnold was canonized 
by the Catholic Church 
for it. Saint Arnold is rec-
ognized by the Catholic 
Church as the Patron 
Saint of Brewers. 

Here is a fun article about 
Saint Arnold, patron saint of 
brewers (from beerchurch.com) 
 
Saint Arnold was born to 
a prominent Austrian 
family in the year 580. 
Even back in those days 
the Austrians were fa-
mous for their love of 
beer, and admired for 
their brewing prowess. 
Beer was a proud Aus-
trian tradition that was 
not wasted on young Ar-
nold. As a young man, 
Arnold entered the priest-
hood and began moving 
his way up that earliest of 
all career ladders. At the 
age of 32, he was given 
the title Bishop, and in 
612 was named "Arnold, 
Bishop of Metz." (Metz is 
in France.) He is said to 
have spent his life warn-
ing peasants about the 
health hazards of drinking 
water. Water was not nec-
essarily safe to drink dur-

ing the dark ages, espe-
cially around towns and 
villages. Nasty stuff. Ar-
nold always had the well-
being of his followers 
close at heart. Beer, on 
the other hand, was quite 
safe. Arnold frequently 
pointed this out to his 
congregation. He is cred-
ited with having once 
said, "From man's sweat 
and God's love, beer 
came into the world." It 
goes without saying that 
the people loved and re-
vered Arnold. In 627, 
Saint Arnold retired to a 
monastery near Remire-
mont, France, where he 
died and was buried in 
640. In 641, the citizens 
of Metz requested that 
Saint Arnold's body be 
exhumed and carried 
from the monastery to the 
town of Metz for reburial 
in their local church - The 
church where Arnold had 
so frequently preached 
the virtues of beer. Their 

Patron Saint of  Brewers, a Beer Bishop who Served People 
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And when the headwaiter tasted 
the water that had become wine, 
without knowing where it came 

from (although the servers who had 
drawn the water knew), the head-
waiter called the bridegroom and 

said to him, "Everyone serves good 
wine first, and then when people 

have drunk freely, an inferior one; 
but you have kept the good wine 
until now." Jesus did this as the 
beginning of his signs.ó 

-John, chapter 2, verses 9ñ11 
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Thinkpriest Answers Your Questions ANSWER TO LAST 
WEEKôS QUESTION: 
St. Francis de Sales 
Seminary was founded 
in 1845.  It is one of 
the oldest seminaries 
in the United States.  T
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How long does it take to become a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee? 
Becoming a diocesan priest for the Archdiocese of Milwau-
kee takes five years if you have a college degree with a ma-
jor or minor in philosophy/theology. Men accepted for 
graduate theological studies who need to meet the philoso-
phy and theology prerequisites enroll in a one-year, pre-
theology program at Saint Francis Seminary. Seminary 
studies are on the graduate level. Thus, to become a priest, 
you will need to complete an undergraduate college degree 
and a master's degree (Master of Divinity). 

Fr. Mark Brandl , ordained to the priesthood 

May 23, 2009.  Check out the story of Markôs 
journey to the priesthood, published in the 

Catholic Herald, by CLICKING HERE 

http://www.thinkpriest.org/
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.marquette.edu/um/
http://www.marquette.edu/um/
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.jesuitvolunteers.org/
http://www.alverno.edu/student_life/ministry.html
http://www.alverno.edu/student_life/ministry.html
http://www.chnonline.org/main.asp?SectionID=14&SubSectionID=13&ArticleID=1452


Meet a Seminarian: Kevin Barnekow, Theologian studying in Belgium 

phenomenology and those philoso-
phers drawing on Edmund Husserl 
for inspiration (the Institute houses 
the Husserl-Archives, founded in 
1939). Finally, in the last few dec-
ades, contemporary continental and 
Anglo-Saxon philosophy have all 
contributed to the interplay of 
ideas. Many of the great names of 
twentieth-century Christian phi-
losophy have studied or lectured at 
the Institute, including Fulton J. 
Sheen, Albert Dondeyne, Etienne 
Gilson, Paul Ricouer, and Robert 
Sokolowski, just to name a few.  
 
This information was retrieved from the 
website of the American College of Lou-
vain.  Click here to check out Nateõs new 
place of study and formation! 

College Seminarian to Join Barnekow in Belgium 

Third year 

college semi-

narian Nathan-

iel (Nate) 

Miniatt will be 

joining fellow 

M i l w a u k e e 

seminarian Kevin Barnekow to 

study at the American College-

Louvain Belgium this coming 

year.  Nate will be completing his 

Philosophy degree at a well re-

spected institution, while uncov-

ering the treasures of the univer-

sal church.  Congratulations to 

Nate for all his efforts thus far.  

Keep him in his prayers as he 

travels to Europe to continue 

studying for our Archdiocese.  

Kevin Barnekow: St. Aloysius, 

West Allis - Class of 2011  

I was born in Milwaukee, Wis-

consin, in 1981. The seeds of 

my faith were planted in child-

hood both by my family and by 

my Catholic grade school, 

though I began to engage my 

faith in a genuine way only 

when I was in high school. 

With the advent of the inter-

net, which introduced me to 

apologetics and the intellectual 

and spiritual traditions of the 

Church, I was able to engage 

the Catholic faith in a personal 

dialogue. As a junior in high 

school I began a friendship 

that challenged me, an endur-

ing friendship with someone 

now in formation with the 

Dominicans. After high school, 

I earned a B.S. degree in elec-

trical engineering from the 

Milwaukee School of Engi-

neering and then went on to 

the University of Wisconsin-

Madison graduate school as a 

fellowship recipient. It was at 

this time that I entered into 

serious discernment, involving 

myself in discernment groups 

and fraternal organizations like 

the Knights of Columbus, 

which enabled me to commit 

to discernment at St. Francis 

de Sales 

Seminary in 

Milwaukee. 

In coming 

now to the 

Amer i ca n 

College of 

Louvain, I 

look forward to mining the 

intellectual treasures of the 

Church as well as experiencing 

its universality in a concrete 

way. I also expect my time 

away from home to be an im-

petus for personal growth that 

will benefit my pastoral devel-

opment. 

Check out other biographies 
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Philosophy has been studied at 
the Catholic Univeristy of Louvain 
since its foundation in 1425. In 
1889, at the request of Pope Leo 
XIII, the Institute of Philosophy 
attained an independent status due 
to the efforts of the future Cardinal 
Désiré Mercier. Since its inception 
the Institute of Philosophy has 
undergone a steady process of 
growth and development, which 
has enabled it to make continual 
contributions within the university 
and the world at large. During the 
first decades it focused on mediae-
val philosophy, especially the 
thought of St. Thomas Aquinas. At 
the same time this was comple-
mented by an ongoing dialogue 
with the new sciences and their 
offshoots, positivism and scien-
tism. This double interest matured 
into an emphasis on the history of 
philosophy and the writings of the 
great philosophers. Along with the 
historical tendency there arose an 
increasing interest in the human 
and natural sciences. Then, during 
the 1920s and 1930s, the Institute 
focused largely on the debate sur-
rounding idealism. In the post-war 
years the center of attention shifted 
once again: this time to  

Miniatt to enter into a very distinguished program 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen was 
once a student in Louvain, where 
Nate will be studying in the fall. 

A picture of Louvain, Belgium 
http://www.old-picture.com/europe/

pictures/Louvain-General.jpg 

The American College imparts human, 
intellectual, pastoral, and spiritual for-

mation to future priests dedicated to the 
mission of bringing the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ to the People of God.  
(from Mission Statement of American College of Louvain) 

SAINT CORNER 

On July 22, the 
church cele-
brates the feast 
of Saint Mary 
M a g d a l en e .  
In the Gospel, 
Mary is the first 
disciple Jesus 
reveals himself 
to after the 
resurrection!   
 
 
Also, on July 25, the church hon-
ors Saint James.  
We thank our 
A r c h d i o c e s e 
vocation direc-
tor, Father James 
Lobacz, on his 
saintõs feast day. 

http://
www.oceanru.com/

magdalene/ 

http://www.acl.be/Our%20Programs.html
http://www.thinkpriest.org/seminarianbios.html
http://www.hiw.kuleuven.ac.be/eng/
http://www.thinkpriest.org/lobacz.html
http://www.thinkpriest.org/lobacz.html

