
 

Ten years later, the semi-
nary moved just south of 
Milwaukee, to a site that 
included land from the 
Lake Drive Franciscan 
Sisters. The new building 
was dedicated January 29, 
1856, the feast day of St. 
Francis de Sales. 
The original seminary 
building, named Henni Hall 
in 1956, was renovated in 
1989 and remains the cen-
ter of seminary life. 
In the 1970s, the seminary 
offered graduate degree 
programs for lay candi-
dates. In the 1980s, pro-
grams were added for the 
diaconate and for lay minis-
ters. 
Saint Francis de Sales Semi-
nary began its academic 
collaboration with Sacred 
Heart School of Theology 
in 2006. Today the semi-
nary again focuses solely on 
priestly formation. 
 
Click here to read “Our 

Story” online 

As St. Francis de Sales begins 
another year of forming men in 
the process of journey toward 
ordained ministry for the Arch-
diocese of Milwaukee, Vocation 
Spirit News thought it would be 
an opportune time to publish a 
bit about the seminary.  Here is 
òOur Story,ó from the Saint 
Francis website: 
 
Dedicated to priestly 
formation:  
Saint Francis de Sales Semi-
nary prepares men of all 
ages and backgrounds—
college students, college 
graduates and working 
professionals, from the 
U.S. and around the 
globe—for a lifetime of 
ministry as Catholic priests. 
Led by Archbishop Timo-
thy Dolan and Rector Don 
Hying, the seminary is 
committed, with renewed 
vigor, to high-quality 
priestly formation. Our 
focus is 
Pastoral, weaving all as-
pects of formation into 

practical applications that 
prepare priests for service 
and leadership 
Individual , with one-on-
one direction, mentoring 
and dialogue 
Local, forming seminari-
ans within the communities 
where they will serve 
Intellectual formation is 
carried out in collaboration 
with Sacred Heart School 
of Theology, through the 
Master of Divinity degree 
program. The seminary 
provides human, spiritual 
and pastoral preparation in 
accord with our longtime 
motto, "You are the salt of 
the earth" (Matthew 5:13a). 
Building on solid tradi-
tion: 
Bishop John Martin Henni 
established the seminary in 
his Milwaukee residence in 
1845. The Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee was only two 
years old and urgently 
needed priests to serve 
German Catholic immi-
grants. 

The story behind Saint Francis Seminary 

Vocational and young 

adult QUICK LINKS:  

   thinkpriest.org  

HOW DO I KNOW?   

 

HOUSE OF PEACE 

 

Cardinal Stritch  

Campus Ministry 

 

Capuchin Volunteers  

Jesuits  
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Schedule your visit 
Experience for yourself the special 
atmosphere of this holy place. To 
schedule your visit to Saint Francis 
de Sales Seminary, call or e-mail 
now. 
 
Call: 414-747-6400 
 
E-mail: newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu 

As the summer festival 
season winds down in Mil-
waukee, it’s worth men-
tioning the role that the 
Milwaukee Archdiocese 
plays in the carrying out of 
some of the most popular 
Ethnic festivals this city has 
to offer.  As many of you 
are probably aware, Mil-
waukee’s Meier Park is 
home of Summerfest and 
many other festivals 
throughout our city’s hot-
test months.  Home to 
Polish Fest, German Fest, 
Festa Italiana, Irish Fest, 
and Mexican Fiesta, to 
name a few, the city, during  

weekends in the summer 
months, becomes a place 
where the culture and tradi-
tions of diverse ethnic 
groups who represent our 
collective body share in the 
common Milwaukee ex-
perience.  Each of the festi-
vals just mentioned, aside 
from being located on the 
same festival grounds, 
share something else in 
common: they all offer 
patrons a Sunday morning 
Catholic mass honoring the 
wonderful customs and 
liturgical style of the ethnic 
group being celebrated.  
People broke bread 

together before having a 
Guinness at Irish fest; they 
gathered at table before 
enjoying a margarita at 
Mexican Fiesta; they com-
muned in prayer before 
eating sauerkraut at German 
Fest.  The Archdiocese 
united everyone in atten-
dance in the name of Christ.  
How beautiful! 

Archdiocese a presence at the Lakefront Ethnic Festivals 

from Irish fest webpage 

http://www.sfs.edu/aboutus_ourstory.html
http://www.sfs.edu/aboutus_ourstory.html
http://www.shst.edu/
http://www.shst.edu/
http://www.thinkpriest.org/
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.houseofpeacemilwaukee.org/
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.stritch.edu/studentlife/ministry/ministry.aspx
http://www.capcorps.org/
http://www.jesuit.org/
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.sfs.edu/
mailto:newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu
http://www.irishfest.com/festival/atthefest/liturgy.php


Meet one of  Our Graduate Seminarians 

Hugo Londono 
*4th Year theologian 

*Location: Catholic Univer-
sity, Washington D.C. 

*Home: Yolombo, Columbia  
*Intern @ the Cathedral 

*Just finished his CPE train-
ing at hospital in Milwaukee 
*Hugo, in addition to being fluent 
in Spanish and English, can speak 

French and Italian! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, I introduced you to a 
day in the life of a college seminar-
ian studying at St. Joe’s College 
Seminary. This week, I want to 
offer you the regular schedule for 
our Graduate seminarians.  Here 
is what a typical day looks like at 
St. Francis de Sales Seminary: 
MORNING PRAYER: 
Prayer is an essential part of our 
lives.  Every day, we wake up to 
morning prayer, followed by mass. 
Breakfast is a chance to share 
plans for the day, grab a paper, 
read the news, or enjoy a quiet cup 
of coffee. 
After breakfast, we head out along 
our different paths. 
LEARNING IN THE CLASS-
ROOM: 
We attend weekday classes at Sa-
cred Heart School of Theology, in 
Hales Corners.  
LEARNING TO BE PASTORS: 
Along with intellectual develop-
ment, we focus on priesthood’s 
spiritual, human, and pastoralas-
pects—the four pillars of seminary 
formation. We delve into sociol-
ogy, psychology and culture,  
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Clipping from the blog òA Nunõs Lifeó 

The following content can be found 
on the blog A Nunõs Life, written 
by an Immaculate Heart of Mary 
religious named Sister Julie.  People 
submitted questions to Sister Julie 
and James Martin, Jesuit priest and 
author, answered the questions.   
 
James Martin, SJ, on the Ig-
natian style of imaginative 
prayer 
 
by Sister Julie on June 3, 2008 
 
Crystal: This question is sort of 
off-topic, but I was wondering if 
you could say a bit about the 
Ignatian style of imaginative 
prayer that is a conversation with 
J e s u s . 
Thanks 
F a t h e r 
M a r t i n : 
A c t u a l l y , 
there is a 
long expla-
nation of that in my chapter on 
St. Ignatius in My Life with the 
Saints. But briefly put, “Ignatian 
prayer” or “Ignatian contempla-
tion” uses the imagination as a 
way to help people enter into a 
scene from Scripture, or to enter 
into a “discussion” with Jesus. 
For example, if you were looking 
at the story of the Sermon on 
the Mount, you might imagine 
yourself listening to Jesus speak-
ing, and would ask the following 

questions in your prayer to set 
the scene: What do I see? What 
do I hear? What do I feel? What 
do I smell? What do I taste? In 
this way you “compose the 
place,” as St. Ignatius said, in 
your imagination, as a way of 
entering more deeply into the 
Scripture passage. And then you 
see what happens. Sometimes 
you are rewarded with new in-
sights about that Bible story, and 
sometimes your emotion about 
what you are seeing reveals 
something new about yourself, 
about Jesus, or about God. In 
this case, for example, you might 
find yourself a little surprised 
that you are frightened about fol-

lowing all 
of the 
b e a t i -
t u d e s , 
w h i c h 
m i g h t 
lead you 

into a good prayer about what is 
really required to follow Jesus. 
That’s just one example.  
As for talking with Jesus, Igna-
tius calls these discussion 
“colloquies” in which you imag-
ine Jesus before you and you 
speak to him in a “familiar” way 
as you would a friend. Essen-
tially, Ignatius reminds us that 
our imagination is simply an-
other way through which God 
communicates to us. 
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A Day in the Life of  a Grad Seminarian 

learning more about ourselves and 
people we hope to someday serve. 
LEARNING IN THE WORLD 
We get involved in parish life, 
learning how to pastor God’s peo-
ple.   
WORK AT SEMINARY: 
Our jobs at seminary support com-
munity life.   
NOON: FELLOWSHIP 
Midday prayer and lunch offer 
fresh opportunities to connect with 
God and with each other. 
SERVICE: 
Our outreach assignments include 
campus ministry, Bible study 
groups, encouraging vocations, and 
community service. We serve 
homeless shelters, prisons, hospi-
tals and nursing homes. 
EVENING: 
Evening prayer, supper and home-
work back at the seminary.  We 
then wind down with friendly con-
versation, TV and additional read-
ing.  Night prayer ends the day.  
Please contact the Vocations Office (414) 
747-6437 if you are interested in obtain-
ing a hard copy of this publication, Liv-
ing with New Heart and Spirit.  

Colloquies: discussions with 

God in which we imagine 

Jesus before us.  We speak to 

him as we would to a friend. 

CLICK HERE TO CHECK OUT Vocation Forum , a place where 
you can explore vocations to religious life. This forum is for those who 
wonder if religious life is for them and for those who are actively dis-
cerning religious life.  (This is run by Sister Julie, IHM religious).  
 
Take some time to explore the forum. If you are a guest, you are most 
welcome. However you will only be able to see the "About Vocation 
Forum" posts and not the rest of the site. Registration is free and easy 
to do.  
 
I look forward to hanging out with you here at Vocation Forum. You 
will also run across Sister Maxine, an IHM Sister like myself, who is an 
administrator of this forum. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to PM (private message) either one of us. You can read 
more about each of us in the Introductions section. You can also learn 
more about me and my life as a nun, at my blog, A Nun's Life  -- 
http://ANunsLife.org. 

"She wrote the way she lived: on the fly, without ret-

rospect, always on the way, climbing higher." (poem 

in reference to Saint Teresa of Avila)  

http://anunslife.org/2008/06/03/james-martin-ignatian-imaginative-prayer/
http://www.thinkpriest.org/
http://www.sfs.edu/
http://anunslife.org/vocation-forum/index.php
http://ANunsLife.org

