
people.  He is probably the 

greatest missionary of all 

time, what the Roman Mis-

sal refers to as an 

òadvocate of pagansó and 

the òapostle of Gentiles.ó 

Paul eventually became one 

of the churchõs first mar-

tyrs, beheaded in Rome at a 

site where now stands a 

church built in his honor.  

It is only fitting that the 

ground that witnessed 

Paulõs execution would one 

day house a landmark 

building representing the 

Christian faith he died for.  

The year of Paul officially 

ended June 29 when the 

church celebrated the So-

lemnity of Saints Peter and 

Paul. East side Milwaukee 

parish SS. Peter and Paul 

is named after both saints.   

From June 2008 through 

June 2009, the Catholic 

Church celebrated Paul the 

Apostle. Paul, alongside St. 

Peter, is considered a prin-

cipal pillar of the church.  

His role as missionary 

preacher and teacher as 

well as his incredible con-

version story make him one 

of the most influential 

Christians to have ever 

lived.  In chapter nine of 

the Acts of the Apostles,  

the story is told about a 

man named Saul, a devout 

Jew who had been perse-

cuting believers of Christ in 

the name of his religion, 

who sees Christ the light 

while on the road to Da-

mascus. Saul sees Jesus and 

completely transforms his 

ways, moving from perse-

cutor to persuader in faith.  

Saul (now Paul), rooted in 

the conviction that Jesus 

Christ was true God and 

true person, trusts in his 

Lord enough to be strong 

and courageous in bringing 

the message of Christ to all 

Ending the Year of  Saint Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles 
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Saints of the week:  

§ June 29ñSts. Peter and 
Paul 

§ July 1ñ Blessed Junipero 
Serra 

§ July 3ñ St. Thomas 

§ July 4ñSt. Elizabeth of 
Portugal 

§ July 6ñ Saint Maria Goretti 

Also this week...as everyone 
is probably well aware, 
Americans celebrate the 
adoption of the Declaration 
of Independence on July 4th. 
Wishing all of you a blessed, 
festive and firecrakery (in a 
safe way) Independence Day. 
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Peter and paul icon 

www.mountangelabbey.

org/images/St.Paul -

Icon -700px.jpg  

Welcoming Two New Transitional Deacons, Six New Ordained Priests 

Seminarians Matt 
Widder and Chuck 
Wrobel were or-
dained as transitional 
deacons at Holy 
Family Parish in 
Fond du Lac on Sat-
urday, April 25, 2009, 
at 10:30 AM with 
Bishop Callahan pre-
siding. These transitional 
deacons anticipate ordina-
tion in Spring of 2010.  
Congratulations!  

Also...Six men were or-
dained to the priesthood 
on May 23 ð the most 
men ordained at once in 
17 years! We congratulate: 
Fr. Angel Anaya, Fr. 
Mark Brandl, Fr. Aaron 

Esch, Fr. Dan Janasik, 
Fr. Sean OõConnell and 
Fr. Luke Strand. The 
2008-09 priestly forma-
tion class consisted of 36 
seminarians ð up 177% 
over a decade ago. The 
dramatic increases indi-
cate the strong momen-
tum and growth of Saint 
Francis de Sales Seminary 

a n d  t h e  p r i e s t -
hood.Thanks be to God 
and Blessings on their 
upcoming ministries and 
assignments!   

Links to Milwaukee media 
coverage of the ordina-
tion (there is more on 
thinkpriest.org as well). 
Fox 6 News CBS58 News          
         TMJ4 News 

ñfor it is attested 

of him, you are a 

priest forever  

according to the 

order of 

melchizedekò  

(Hebrews 7:17)  
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http://cyexpeditions.org/expeditions.htm
http://cyexpeditions.org/expeditions.htm
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http://www.fox6now.com/news/witi-090523-priests-ordained,0,4657667.stor
http://www.cbs58.com/index.php?aid=7624
http://www.todaystmj4.com/news/local/45955232.html


giance to God Almighty. But this 
can only make them better Ameri-
cans. They need not gloss over 
the nation's defects or sweep its 
failures under the rug. They need 
not claim that their country is 
always right. When it is right, they 
will support it; and when it is 
wrong, they will love it and work 
to correct it. Even as the Apostle 
Paul could speak proudly of his 
Roman citizenship, so should 
every American Christian 
speak proudly of his.  

Here  is a highlight from the article òIs Patriotism Dead?ó published forty years ago, 

July 4, 1969 in the publication Christianity Today. 

The American dream that drew millions of immigrants as a magnet 
attracts metal has not been wholly fulfilled. We are faced with grave and 
challenging problems in our national life. We see many things we dis-
like, and can point to many injustices that have not 
yet yielded to truth and righteousness. But even as 
we acknowledge the defects we cannot forget the 
victories. The slaves have been freed; universal 
suffrage has become a reality; startling advances 
have been made to assure all our people of life and 
liberty as well as the right to pursue happi-
ness...Christians ought to be the best citizens and 
the finest patriots. Certainly they have a prior alle-

Summer Camps at Saint Francis de Sales Seminary Grounds 

God Bless America: Considering 4th of  July from a Christian Perspective 

ated by all who work to promote 

vocations to the priesthood.  

They continue to be a close 

friend of the seminary and voca-

tions office. On July 1, the 

church celebrates the feast of 

Blessed Junipero Serra.  Junipero 

was a Spanish Franciscan priest 

who established many missionar-

ies in California, including San 

Diego, San Francisco, and Santa 

Clara.  He also established San 

Antonio, in what is now Texas.  

Blessed Junipero is nicknamed 

the òApostle of California.ó Click 

here to check out Serra Online. 

Thanking Serra Club on Feast of Clubõs Namesake 

The Serra Club (not to be confused with the Sierra Club) began on 

June 12, 1935 in Seattle.  Four Catholic men gathered a year earlier with 

the idea of creating an organization that inspired people in the Catholic 

faith.  It was decided that the group would focus its attention on pro-

moting vocations to the priesthood.  Since 1951, Serra International 

(the organization which spawned from several smaller Serra Clubs) has 

worked together with the Pontifical Work for Priestly Vocations, an 

initiative established in 1941 by Pope Pius XII to also promote voca-

tions to ordained  priesthood. 

There are several Serra Clubs that function within our Archdiocese.  

They continue to support financially and spiritually young people inter-

ested in and discerning the Catholic priesthood.  The generosity of all 

the active Serra Clubs in the Milwaukee Archdiocese is greatly appreci-

From June 21ñ23, St. 
Francis de Sales Seminary 
was host to a summer camp 
program for junior high 
boys curious about a calling 
to the priesthood and or-
dained ministry in the 
church.  Efforts from Voca-
tion Office members Susi 
Kurek and Fr. Jim Lobacz, 
as well as the work of sev-
eral Milwaukee seminarians, 
Nate Miniatt, Bob Spoerl, Jacob 
Heidel and Deacon Matthew 
Widder, made the camp possible.  
Seventeen boys between sixth 
and eighth grade attended the 
camp, almost tripling the atten-
dee count from last year!  Many 
of the campers appreciated the 
Eucharistic Adoration offered 

and the time spent with semi-
narians and priests.  The camp, 
named òTime to Get Real,ó will 
be offered next summer for any 
boys who might be interested to 
come and see what seminary is 
all about.  

From June 24ñ26 a second 

camp was held at St. Francis de 
Sales Seminary.  This camp, 
known as òWhatõs Up Jesus,ó 
provided high school young 
men an opportunity to glance 
into seminary life and interact 
with seminarians as well as 
deepen their own faith and 
understanding of how God 
works in their life.  Sixteen 
young men ages 14ñ18 at-
tended the camp.  The reaction 

from campers was very positive; 
many seemed quite enthused to 
return next year to continue to seek 
ways and guidance for that lifelong 
question of how to discern Godõs 
will in your life.  Campers felt it 
was a solid mix of activities, but 
many were most grateful for the 
prayer opportunities. 
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Images from http://www.serraspbc.org/

jserra.htm  

Brian Magliocco, who coordinates 

the Wisconsin Catholic Youth 

Rally, has an organized monthly 

gathering & dinner for high school 

age boys. Those who attend get 

together with a group of students 

their own age and discuss possibili-

ties for the future. Mass & Prayer is 

also part of the evening's events. 

These gatherings take place in the 

Kenosha, Wisconsin area. For 

more information, contact Brian 

Magliocco at St. Mary's Parish 

(262) 694-6018 or e-mail him at: 

maglioccob@stmarycatholic.org  
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