
 

Hispanic community. She 
took a leave from her order 
to study at the Mexican 
American Culture Center in 
San Antonio, where she 
met Sister Josie, a joyful 
member of the Adorers of 
the Blood of Christ. Sister 
Esperanza decided to leave 
the Augustinian Order to 
join the Adorers and is 
currently working with the 
community in Wichita, 
Kansas. The Adorersõ 
charism touched her pro-
foundly and the community 
supported her desire to 
work with Hispanics.   
Sister Esperanza has lived 
up to her name, bringing 
hope and serving in par-
ishes with large Hispanic 
populations; working in 
missions that are truly 
meaningful and spiritually 
enriching.  
Your turn: Have you discov-
ered your passion? What moves 
you? 
Read the full article at 
Oye! Magazine Online 

By Chris-
t i n a 
Capecchi 
 
At age 
15, when 

most girls are thinking 
about celebrating their 
quinceañera, Esperanza 
Razura a strong-willed girl 
from a small town in 
Nayarit, Mexico, told a 
priest she wanted to be-
come a nun. Although 
Esperanzaõs parents were 
devout Catholics, it still 
took some time for them to 
a c c e p t  t h e  i d e a . 
 When each of their nine 
children turned 12, the 
Razura family explained to 
them the vocations to mar-
ried, single and religious 
life, and prayed he or she 
would discover the right 
vocation. Esperanza didnõt 
grasp the concept at the 
time but a seed had been 
planted and surfaced three 
years later on a church 
r e t r e a t . 

òI started praying, asking 
God, ôWhat do you want 
from me? Because I know 
there is something you 
want for my life,õó Sister 
Esperanza recalls. òAll of a 
sudden I thought: ôI want 
to become a sister.õó But 
Esperanzaõs parents were 
reluctant telling her she was 
too young.  
Yet her calling persisted, so 
the priest from that mo-
mentous retreat spoke to 
her parents. òHe told them 
that it was Godõs will and 
we must never say no to 
Godõs will. That helped 
them,ó says Esperanza, 
who joined the Augustinian 
Order once her parents 
gave their blessing. òIt was 
not easy to leave my family, 
but God was calling me 
and I said yes. Now I think 
about the joy it has brought 
m e . ó      
Early on, as a young reli-
gious, Esperanza discov-
ered her passion: a yearning 
to serve her people, the 

From òOye!ó Magazine: Sister Esperanza brings hope to Hispanics 
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Schedule your visit 
Experience for yourself the special 
atmosphere of this holy place. To 
schedule your visit to Saint Francis 
de Sales Seminary, call or e-mail 
now. 
 
Call: 414-747-6400 
 
E-mail: newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu 

Picture a Road: 
A road is an open door to an end-
less abyss. It takes us where we 
want when we want, but we are 
always subject to its twists and 
turns, its signs, its rules.  
Roads are paradoxical. They have 
limits, but they don't. They are off  
in the horizon but they are right 
under our feet.  
We travel on roads to get moving, but it is 
at that metaphorical fork in the road 
where we find ourselves frozen, discerning 
which way to go.  
So maybe, just maybe, picture a road. Photos and poem by Bob Spoerl, Milwaukee college seminarian. 

Road to St. Francis 
Seminary 

http://www.oyemagazine.org/en/node/210
http://www.oyemagazine.org/en/node/210
http://www.thinkpriest.org/
http://www.howdoiknow.org/
http://www.vocation-network.org/
http://www.capcorps.org/
http://www.jesuit.org/
http://www.sfs.edu/
mailto:newheartnewspirit@sfs.edu


Meet two of  our Seminarians: They are brothers, and one will be ordained a Deacon Soon! 

 
Johnny and Patrick Burns are 
brothers.  And, they just so hap-
pen to both be studying for the 

Milwaukee Archdiocese! 
 

Click here to read about both of 
the Burns boys and to read other 

biographies of our Milwaukee 
Seminarians. 

 

Patrick Burns          Johnny Burns 
Both brothers call Lumen Christi Parish in 
Mequon their home parish. 

The Serra Club of the Milwaukee Diocese sponsors the Life Direc-
tion Weekend to be held at St. Francis Seminary in September.  
They are an organization that gives their time and energy to pro-
moting vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life.  The 
Vocations Office of the Arch-
diocese, and everyone who is a 
part of the seminary system and 
vocations thanks the club for all 
of their efforts! 
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Dear Heavenly Father, 

Today is a difficult day. The memories are painful and some of the wounds I 
fear may never heal. Yet I pray you will help me to go on living for truth, firm 
in my hope of your salvation. May I live for you, Lord, and by doing so, be an 
example to my friends and family. I pray, just like Jesus, I may learn obedience 
through these things that I have suffered. Help me not to question why, yet even 

if I do, give me courage to continue to trust you.  

Help me take the comfort and strength you've poured into my life and use it to 
comfort and strengthen others who need hope. I pray I might become a better 
person and help make the world a better place because of this terrible event. 
Thank you for the heroes that gave so sacrificially on September 11. Help me 
to remember their courage and learn from them. I want my life to be worthy of 

you Lord, so make of it what you desire, and use me to fulfill your purposes.  

May the evil of that day cause me and my family to work harder to do good 
on this Earth and to bring your light into the dark places. Help me to never stop 
believing in you and living my life for you. Lord, heal all those who were 
crushed and broken on that day. May they come to experience your presence 

and know your peace. Amen.  

-Prayer written by Mary Fairchild 

A Prayer for the Anniversary of September 11th 

 
Life Directions Weekend 

A Weekend for Single Catholic Men Ages 

18-45 

 

St. Francis De Sales Seminary 

St. Francis, Wisconsin 

September 25-27, 2009 
 

An experience designed to enable you to 

make an informed vocation choice what-

ever and whenever that may be. 

 

DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION 

TO THE LIFE DIRECTIONS WEEK-

END BY CLICKING HERE 

Serra Club Sponsors Life Direction Weekend 

MEET PATRICK:  
*1st year theology student, at St. Francis de Sales 
*is a connoisseur of deserts and pastries 
*likes to drink hot tea on cold nights 
*Graduated from St. Joeõs College Seminary 
 
MEET JOHNNY:  
*to be ordained a transitional deacon in October! 
*did his undergraduate work at Notre Dame 
*likes Brewers baseball 
*goes to school with seminarian Jacob Strand 

http://www.thinkpriest.org/seminarianbios.html
http://www.lumenchristiparish.org/stjames/index.shtml
http://www.thinkpriest.org/l
http://www.thinkpriest.org/pdfs_downloads/2009ldwbrochure.pdf

